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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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From the (Rochester) Magazine. 
A LECTURE ON 
Hosea xiii. 14. 

O Hell, I will be thy destruction ! 

Christian auditors, you ask me, Wherefore have 
vou changed the common reading of the text, and 
used the term Heil, instead of the grave? I reply, 
every person acquainted with the original languages, 
in which it hath pleased God to communicate to 
man the sacred intelligence of life and immortality, 
will readily admit that the Hebrew word translated 
grave, in the common version of the Text, is that 
very same term which is translated Hell wherever 
the word occurs in the Old Testament. I am there- 
fore justified in reading my Text as I have done in 
your hearing ; and the good sense of the passage, as 
well as the fulfilment of the prophecy require this 
change in the mode of reading. But seeing the word 
Hell occurs in the sacred Scriptures as the transla- 
tion of three different words, Sheol, Gehenna, and 
Hades, I shali endeavor, 

First,—To give an explanatory history of these 
terms, 

Secondly,—To disprove the doctrine generally 
deduced from them. 

My hearers will be surprised by the declaration, 
that not one of the original words which our trans- 
lators have rendered Hell, conveys the ideaof a place 
or state of punishment in another mode of existence ; 
and consequently their just indignation will be ex- 
cited against that deceptions system of duplicity, 
which has so long abused mankind by the misuse of 
terms, and perversion of reason and religion. The 
word Hell in its modern acceptation, excites in the 
mind a very different idea from that which the term 
formerly expressed. To our notions of it, the words 
of the Latin poet apply— 

‘*Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur ab illis.” 

The word has lust its primitive signification which, 
like the original words of which it is the translation 
in our Bible, was perfectly innocent, and has acquir- 
ed the modern and hideous idea of a place appro- 
priated to the execution of interminable punishment. 
The word Hell, therefore, by the consent of the 
ablest commentators of all denominations, should be 
expunged from our Bibles; and no longer used as 
the translation of the Greek or Hebrew terms; for 
there is, confessedly, no word in the original Scrip- 
tures to express the modernideaef Hell! The word, 
says Dr. A. Clarke, is derived from the Anglo- 
Saxon Helan, which signifies to cover, conceal, or 
hide ; and hence the tilings or covering of a house, 
and the covers of books, are to this day cal!ed He- 
ding ; and the phrase to hell, is still used as synon- 





ymous with fo cover or hide, in several of the western 
counties of England, especially Cornwall and Lan- 
caster. Thus the true and primitive meaning of the 
word Hell, was perfectly accordant with the idea 
suggested by the Hebrew Sheol, and the Greek Ha- 
des ; for as nouns, al] the three words imply some- 
thing unseen, concealed, or invisible; and have 
therefore been employed with propriety to convey 
the notion of an unseen world, the grave, or state of 
the dead in general. Similar are the sentiments of 
the learned Archbishop Usher, expressed in his 
Treatise de Lim. Patr.—* We have no word in the 
French or English languages to express the idea 
conveyed by the Hebrew sheol, the Greek hades, 
or the Latin inferi. Our English word Hell, had 
anciently this meaning; being derived from the 
German hill, to hide. Hence the ancient Irish used 
to say, ‘Hi the hecd;’ meaning to cover the head. 
So that our hell then answered to the Greek hades, 
which signifies an unseen place.’” Drs. S. and A. 
Clarke, Campbell, Whitby, and others, approbate 
the above definition of hell, and harmoniously unite 
in opinion, that hell originally answered to the 
Greek and Hebrew terms, but ought not to be used 
in the modern sense, as the translation of sheol or 
hades. 

How strange then, that from the term hell, should 
have arisen those dreadful notions, which are so as- 
siduously propagated inthe world, and which men of 
fruitful imaginations have so effectually made to op- 
erate as the means of delusion and aggrandizement. 
It is not however surprising, that superstition should 
act most powerfully on the fears of her votaries, 
since the human fancy can paint with greater ener- 
gy, the misery than the biiss of a futme state.— 
With the two simple ideas of darkness and fire, we 
can create a sensation of pain, which may be aggta- 
vate® to an infinite degree, by adding the idea of 
endless duration. Hence from the greater facility 
of depicting the horrors which distract the mind, or 
ruin the peace of society, hell, which contained just 
as much happiness as misery, in its idea, came to be 
used by religious impostors of every description, as 
a fit engine to awe the mind of the credulous into 
that pliability necessary to favor the views of the av- 
aricious priest, or tyrannical monarch. Egypt, the 
mother of gods, superstition, and mystery, gave ori- 
gin to the whole doctrine of Hell; if we lop off the 
exuberances of infuriated orthodoxy, during the 
dark ages of papal delusion, These happy plains, 
says Diodorus, extending from the Nile to the Py- 
ramids, where once stood the famous Memphis, re- 
ported to be the abode of the just after death, are no 
other than that beautiful country, in the vicinity of 
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the lake Acherusia, near Memphis. It is not with- 
out foundation, that the dead have been said to re- 
side here; for here terminate the funeral ceremonies 
of most of the Egyptians. Their bodies, having 
been conveyed across the Nile, and the Lake Ache- 
rusia, are finally deposited in tombs, constructed 
under the surface of these plains. The ceremonies 
yet practised in Egypt correspond with all the 
notions of the Greeks, concerning the infernal 
regions, 
(To be continued.) 
——<>—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

LETTER. 

Dear Brother—I received, some time ago, your 
letter of the 13th of September last, which was duly 
answered; but to that, and a subsequent letter, I have 
received no reply, from which I conclude that my 
letters never reached you. I have noticed all your 
remarks on the faith I have embraced, and con- 
sidered the fears you have expressed for my well- 
being hereafter, in consequence of my faith. I am 
sensible that your apprehensions for my future con- 
dition, arise from your affectionate regard for me ; 
for which, I feel truly grateful. Notwithstanding I 
have no apprehensious or fears for your future well- 
being, from a deficiency on your part, of good 
works, such as the children of men are capable of 
performing. No, brother. If the meritorious work 
of Christ, his resurrection and triumph over sin, 
death, and hell, has not made the salvation of man- 
kind certain, let no vile and impotent mortals like 
you and me, attempt to supply the deficiency, and 
assert, by our exertions, our pre-eminency over 
the Son of God! 

Had you not commenced this inquiry, I should 
not trouble you at this time upon this subject. A 
cold settled in one of my eyes, renders this exer- 
tion of addressing you painful. But 1 am desirous 
that you, for your present consolation, should know 
the truth, that “all the paths of the Lord are mercy 
and truth, unto such as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies.” (Psa. xxv. 10. See Psa. xv.) “And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace [favour] and truth.” 
(John i. 14.) Thus I behold Christ. Again. “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall mal.e you 
Sree.” (John viii. 32.) Again. “That we should 
be to the praise of his glory who first trusted ir 
Christ. In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.” 
(Ephes. i. 12, 13.) The Scriptures abound with 
passages of the above description, in none of which 
is to be found the least trace of a doctrine of endless 
misery. So far from this, it is evident, that only 
those who are ignorant of the truth, are slaves to 
the devil, under the dominion of the works of dark- 
ness, and victims to fear of future misery. For, 
“the truth shall make you free /” 

It would be a fruitless attempt, were I to under- 
take to estimate the love and goodness of God to 
the world of mankind; and to givé.the amount of 
all that is stated in the Scriptures on this subject. 


I will therefore at present only mention a few pas- 
sages, which I request you to read and ponder, and 
to divest yourself, as far as possible, of your pre- 
conceived opinions, which priesteraft and habit may 
have engendered to the bewildering of your mind. 
And I beg you will in future give more credit to the 
“ word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation,” than 
to the vociferous thundering of any pretended soul- 
saver, who is choked with Pharisaic pride. Too 
many pretenders to great holiness, will mount the 
pulpit with the assurance of angels, and look down 
upon their audience with seeming pity and con- 
tempt. Where, intead of preaching the gospel of a 
God of love and mercy, they vomit anathemas, like 
devils, and consign to endless damnation by far the 
greater part of the souls which God hath made. 
Such preaching is abominable in the sight of a God 
of Love, and abhorrent to all honest benevolent 
men. 

This communication will come to you through 
the medium of the Gospel Herald, published in the 
city of New-York. This publication is open to all 
denominations, who can, if they please, publish 
their opinions, and point out the errors in the doc- 
trines of their fellows. I earnestly recommend to 
you, to read with deliberation and candour, the 
Fifth volume of this work, now publishing. I can- 
not but hope you will acknowledge, that it contains 
more of the true Gospel, than is to be found in the 
publications of the self-styled orthodox, altogether. 
I am at present too much indisposed to continue this 
communication any farther than to entreat you to 
read not only this work, but all others which honest- 
ly treat of God’s salvation. Also, to embrace al! 
opportunities of hearing the messages of “ good 
tidings which shall be toall people.” T recommend 
to you, to purchase, which you can for a trifle, ser- 
mons which are printed, and which explaim and 
teach that “ God is gaod unto all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works.” It must afford you 
present consolation to believe that all souls belong 
to God ; (Ezek. xviii. 4.) and that all are the sheep 
of his pasture. “ For though there be that are call- 
ed gods whether in heaven, or in earth, (as there be 
gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is but 
one God, the Father, of whom are all things and we 
in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are 
all things, and we by him.” 

If you ask me, Why do you trouble yourself 
about me, if all are to be saved? I answer—*We 
which have believed do [now] enter into rest.” 1 
wish you to believe, and to have, im the present life, 
the joys of God’s salvation. 

I remain your sincere friend and affectionate 
brother. JOSEPH FERRIS. 

Eastport, (Me.) August 24, 1824. 

Note—The passages I allude to are the following : 
Psa. Ixxxvi. 8—13; Isa. i. 185; xxv.; XXVi.; XXvili. 
16—18;- Actsiii.; Ezek. xvi. 42—63; xxxvii.; 
Isa. xlii. 1—8; xliv. 22; xlvy.22—25. Also Isa. xl.; 
Psa. vii. 9; viii. 4; xiv. 2. It is trve, God says, 
“ The soul that sinneth it shall die.” Shall we con- 
clude from this, my brother, that God will inflict 





the pains of anever-dying death, on the souls which 
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he hath made? Name one soul who dies not in 
Adam: and one soul who is not made alive in 
Christ! “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
—p>— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

The following important questions and scriptural an- 

swers, are taken from the writings of miss LucY 

BARNES, who resided in Poland, State of Maine, 

and departed this life in 1809, not only a remark- 

able theorist, for a female, in the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Benevolence, but, if one may judge from 
her letters and meditations, richly anointed with 
its spirit. If the following extract should be 
thought to merit a place in the Magazine, it will 
gratify some friends to have it published. 
HaRRINnGTon. 
SERIOUS AND 
IMPORTANT QUESTIONS, 
“Answered from the Holy Scriptures. 

Question. What is the will of God with regard 
to mankind ? 

Answer. That all men should be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
And having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself, that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather together in one, 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, evenin him. Eph. i. 9, 10. 

Q. Can the will of God be frustrated ? 

A. No. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Rom. xiii. 1. 
All nations before him are as nothing ; and they are 
counted to him less than nothing and vanity. Isa. 
xl. 17. He hath measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, 
and comprehended the dust of the earth in a mea- 
sure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance. Isa. x]. 12. He therefore work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will. Eph. 
i. 11. He doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou? Dan. iv. 35. 

Q. For what purpose did God send his only be- 
gotten Son into the world ? 

A. God sent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world; 1 Johniv. 14; to destroy the works of the 
devil; 1 John iii. 8; and to save that which was 
lost; Matt. xviii. 11; to finish transgression and 
make an end of sin; Dan. ix. 27; and through 
death, to destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil; Heb. ii. 14; and to give eternal 
life to as many as the Father hath given him; John 
XVii. 2. 

Q. How many hath the Father given him? 

A. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hand; Johniii. 35. He hath given 
him power over all flesh; John xvii.2. He hath 
said, unto him, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee; ask of me and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
Parts of the earth for thy possession ; Psa. ii. 8. He 





shall have dominion also from sea to sea; and from 
the rivers unto the ends of the earth; Psa. Ixx. 8, 
Yea, ail kings shall fall down before him; all na- 
tions shall serve him; Psa. Ixii. 17. 

Q. What is eternal life? 

A. This is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent; 
John xvii. 3. 

Q. Will all mankind be blessed with the know- 
ledge of God ? 

A. Yes: For they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord; for all shall know him from the least to 
the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrigh- 
teousness, and their sins and iniquities will I re- 
member no more: Heb. viii. 11, 12. 

Q. But Christ saith, Ye will not come unto me 
that ye might have life; John v.40. Will they 
all ever come and receive eternal life in him ? 

A. Yes: For all that the Father hath given to 
me, shall come to me; and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out: for I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
him that sent me; and this is the Father’s will that 
hath sent me, that of all he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day ; John vi. 37—39. 

Q. Can any enjoy the kingdom of God except 
they are born again ? 

A. No: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God; John iii. 3. 

Q. What is the new birth ? 

A. Being born into the glorious liberty and 
spirit of the gospel; turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God ; Acts xxvi. 
13. Every one that loveth, is born of God. John iv. 7. 

Q. Will all mankind be blessed with this new 
birth ? 

A. Yes: For in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a 
feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of mar- 
row, of wines on the lees, well refined. And he will 
destroy in this mountain, the face of the covering 
cast overgill people ; and the veil that is spread over 
all nations ; Isa. xxv. 6,7. And all the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and 
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
thee; Psa. xxii. 27. 

Q. But will not some remain in a state of mis- 
ery, to cry and groan to all eternity ? 

A. No: For the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth, for the 
Lord hath spoken it; Isa. xxv. 8. 

Q. When will this be accomplished ? 

A. When the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away; Isa. 
xxxv. 10. 

Q. Who are the ransomed of the Lord ? 

A. All mankind: For there is one God, and 
one Mediator between God and men, the man 
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Christ Jesus: who gave himself a ransoin for all, 
to be testified in due time ; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. 

Q. But will not some be punished with endless 
or eternal death ? 

A. No: For the Lord will swallow up death in 
victory; Isa. xxv. 8.—The last enemy shall be 
destroyed, death; 1 Cor. xv. 26. 

Q. When will death be swallowed up in victory ? 

A. When this corruptible shall have put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying, 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
O death! where is thy sting? O grave! where is 
thy victory? 1 Cor. 15, 54, and 97. 

Q. Will not some remain in a state of enmity 
against God, and in opposition to his will and 
government, and blaspheme his holy name to all 
eternity ? 

A. No: For thus saith the Lord, I have sworn 
by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth, righ- 
teousness, and shall not return, that unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surely 
shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength ; Isa. xlv. 23,24. And thus saith St. John 
the divine, Every creature which is in heaven, and 
on earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever; 
Rey. v. 15. 

Q. Will all the promises ever be fulfilled ? 

A. Yes: For God is not a man, that he should 
lie, neither is he the son of man, that he should 
repent. Hath he said, and shall he not do it? hath 
he spoken and shall he not make it good? Num. 
XXiiL. 19. 

Q. Will not the unbelief of some exclude them 
for ever from the enjoyment of these promises ? 

A. No: For what if some did not believe ? 
shall their unbelief make the faith of God without 
effect ? God forbid ; yea, let God be true, but every 
man a liar; Rom. iii. 3, 4. For God hath con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all; Rom. xi. 32. ’ 

Q. The scripture says, the wages of sin is death, 
and that death has passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned, Rom. vi. 23, and v. 12. And will not 
the greatest part of mankind remain in this state of 
sin and death to all eternity ? 

A. No: For in thy seed, {which is Christ] shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed; Gen. xxviii. 
14. Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men unto condemnation; even so by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life; Rom. v. 18. For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive; 1 Cor. xv, 22. 

Q. The law saith, Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them; Gal. iii. 10. Will 
not the severe curses of this law finally cut off and 
destroy the promises of God ? 

A. No: Is the law then against the promises of 





God? God forbid; for if there had been a law 
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which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law; and this I say, thae 
the covenant that was confirmed before of God in 
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty 
yeats after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect ; Gal. iii, 21, 17. 

Q. For what purpose was the law intended ? 

A. By the law is the knowledge of sin; Rom. 
iii. 20. Nay, I had not known sin but by the law ; 
for I had not known Just, except the law had said, 
Thou shalt not covet; Rom. vii. 7. 

Q. But did not God intend to prevent sin by 
this law ? 

A. No: For by the deeds of the law shal} no 
flesh be justified ; Rom. iii. 20. Moreover the law 
entered, that the offence might abound; but where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound; Rom. 
v. 20. Now we know, that whatsoever the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law ; that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God; Rom. iii. 19. 

Q. Are there not some who are righteous in the 
sight of God ? 

A. No: For it is written, There is none righ- 
teous, no, not one; there is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh after God: they are 
all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable, there is none that doeth good, no, : 
one: their throat is an open sepulchre, with tien 
tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of as» 
under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness, their feet are swift to shed blood: 
destruction and misery are in their ways; and the 
way of peace have they not known ; there is no fear 
of God before their eyes; Rom. iii. 10—18. 

Q. But there are iwo characters spoken of in 
the Scriptures, the righteous and the wicked ;— 
Did not Christ suffer and die tor the righteous ? 

A. No: They that be whole need nota phy- 
sician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance ; Matt. ix. 12, 
13. Thus, while we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly, for scarcely 
for a righteous man, will one die; Rom. v. 7. 

Q. Is it not an erroneous, and very wicked 
opinion, to believe that Christ will save the ungodly < 

A. No: For he that believeth on him that jus- 
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righ- 
teousness; Rom. iv. 5. 

Q. Will the chief of sinners be saved ? 

A. Yes: This isa faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief; 1 Tim. 1. 15. 

Q. Is it right to hold forth the salvation of sin- 
ners, through faith in Christ Jesus, to every one? 

A. Yes: Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature, Mark xvi. 15; which is 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple; Luke ii. 10. 

Q. But will not those who trust in themselves, 
that they are more righteous than others, and fancy 
they are the only favourites of heaven, murmur at 
such a doctrine, and cail the preachers of it, he 
retics, deceivers, devils, &c, ? 
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A. Yes: For if thev have found fault with the 
Son of God, saying, This man receiveth sinners, 
and eateth with them, Luke xv. 2; and, Why eateth 
your Master with publicans and sinners, &c.? Matt. 
ix. 11; no doubt they will continue to find fault 
with all those who preach the boundless grace and 
mercy of their Lord and Master, to poor sinners. 
For if they have called the Master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more they of his household! 
Matt. x. 25. 

—>—- 
PRESIDENT DWIGHT’S LAST ADVICE 
TO HIS PUPILS. 

During his last sicknegs, he composed a sermon 
from Psalm exiv. 17, 18, 19. “ Unless the Lord had 
been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in silence.” 
&c. inteuding if his health should be restored, to 
state to his pupils the feelings of his soul in the view 
of death. Atthe end of twelve weeks, his disease 
assumed a more favourable appearance, and he was 
able to preach in the Chapel. The following truths, 
on the true character of worldly good, are from the 
conclusion of the sermon, and are published in 
his Life. 

“To him who stands on the brink of the grave, 
and the verge of eternity, who retains the full pos- 
session of his reason, and who at the same time is 
disposed to serious contemplation, all these things 
become mightily changed in their appearance. To 
the eye of such a man, their former alluring aspect 
vanishes, and they are seen in a new and far dif- 
ferent light. 

“ Like others of our race, I have relished several 
of these things, with at least the common attach- 
ment. Particularly, I have coveted reputation, and 
influence, to a degree which I am unable to justify. 
Nor have I been insensible to oiher earthly gratifi- 
cations: either to such, as, when enjoyed with mo- 
deration are innocent; or, such as cannot be pur- 
sued without sin. 

“ But in the circumstances to which I have refer- 
red, all these things were vanishing from my sight. 
Had they been teally valuable in any supposable 
degree, their value was gone. They could not re- 
store me to health; they could not prolong my life ; 
they could promise me no good in the life to come. 
What then were these things to me ? 

“A person circumstanced in the manner which 
has been specified, must necessarily regard these 
objects, however harmless, or even useful, they may 
be supposed in their nature, as having been hostile 
to his peace, and pernicious to his well-being. In 
all his attachment to them, in all his pursuit of them, 
it is impossible for him to fail of perceiving, that he 
forgot the interests of his soul, and the commands of 
his Maker; became regardless of his duty, and his 
Salvation ; and hazarded for dross or dirt, the future 
enjoyment of a glorious immortality. It is impossi- 
ble not to perceive, that in the most unlimited pos- 
session of them, the soul would have been beggared, 
and undone; that the gold of the world would not 
have made him rich; nor its esteem honourable ; 
nor its favour happy. For this end he will discgver 


that nothing will suffice but treasure laid up in hea 
ven; the loving kindness of God; and the blessing 
of life eternal. 

“Let me exhort you, my young friends, now en- 
gaged in the ardent pursuit of worldly enjoyments, 
to believe, that you will one day see them in the 
very light in which they have been seen by me. 
The attachment to them which you so strongly feel, 
is unfounded, vain, full of danger, and fraught with 
ruin. You will one day view them from a dying 
bed. There, should you retain your reason, they 
will appear as they really are. They will then be 
seen to have two totally opposite faces. Of these 
you have hitherto seen but one. That gay, beauti- 
iul, and alluring as it now appears, will then be hid- 
den from your sight, and another, which you have 
not seen, deformed, odious, and dreadful, will stare 
you in the face, and fill you with amazement and 
bitterness. No longer pretended friends, and real 
flatterers; they will unmask themselves; and appear 
only as tempters, deceivers, and enemies, who stood 
between you and heaven; persuaded you to forsake 
your God; and cheated you out of eternal life. 

“But no acts of obedience will then appear to 
you to have merited, in any sense, acceptance with 
God. In this view, those acts of my life concerning 
which I entertained the best hopes which I was per 
mitted to entertain, those, which to me appeared 
the least exceptionable ; were nothing, and less than 
nothing. The mercy of God as exercised towards 
our lost race, through the all-sujicient and glorious 
righteousness of the Redeemer, yielded me the only 
foundation of hope for good beyond the grave. Du- 
ring the long continuation of my disease, as I was 
always, except when in paroxysms of suffering, in 
circumstances entirely fitted for solemn contenpla- 
tion; I had ample opportanity to survey this most 
interesting of all subjects on every side. As the 
result of all my investigations, let me assure you, 
and that from the neighbourhood of the Eternal 
World, Confidence in the Righteousness of Curis, 
is the only foundation furnished by earth, or heaven, 
upon which, when you are about to leave this world, 
you can safely or willingly, rest the everlasting life 
of your souls. To trust upon any thing else, will be 
to feed upon the wind, and sup up the East wind. 
You will then be at the door of eternity; will be 
hastening to the presence of your Judge; will be 
just ready to give up your account of the deeds done 
in the body ; will be preparing to hear the final sen- 
tence of acquittal or condemnation ; and will stand 
at the gate of Heaven or of Hell. In these amazing 
circumstances you will infinitely need; let me per- 
suade you to believe, and to feel, that you will in- 
finitely need, a firm foundation on which you may 
stand, and from which you will never be removed. 
There is no other such foundation but the Rock of 
Ages. Then you will believe, then you will feel, 
that there is no other. The world, stable as it now 
seems, will then be sliding away from under your 
feet. All earthly things on which you have so con- 
fidently reposed, will recede and vanish. To what 
will you thea betake yourselves for safety 7” 

British Colonist. 
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REMARKS. 

A more full and perfect rejection of the orthodox 
doctrine of the day, cannot be conceived, than is 
found in the above article; which may with pro- 
priety be termed the Dying Speech of Presipent 
Dwicnar. The creature’s works, (and all that man 
can do,) are discarded as less than nothing. And this 
high priest of orthodoxy is finally constrained to 
declare, that “ The mercy of God, as exercised to- 
wards our lost race, {not a part of them) through the 
all-sufficient and glorious righteousness of the Re- 
deemer, yielded me the only foundation to hope for 
good beyond the grave!” An honest confession, 
after all, that the doctrine of the Universalist, (as 
the believer in the Gospel God preached to Abra- 
hain is called,) afforded the only ground of hope!!! 
To trust in any thing but the “righteousness of 
Christ,” is “to feed upon the wind,” &c. 

Sticklers for orthodoxy, read this. Remember, 
that the righteousness of Christ, than which nothing 
will answer inthe trying hour, “is unto all, and 
upon all them that believe; for there is no differ- 
ence; for all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
(Rom. iii. 22, 24.) Remember, the redemption is 
in Christ Jesus, not in your faith, nor works! 

If Universalism will “ not do to die by,” it is evi- 
dent that President Dwight could die in peace by 
none other!!! 

—>_— 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
REASONS FOR BELIEVING CHRIST 
IS INFERIOR TO GOD THE FATHER. 
“The Head of Christ is God.” Paut. 


O Father! O Supreme of heavenly thrones! 
First, highest, best. Thou always seeks't 
To glorify thy Son. I always thee, as is most just. 
This I my glory account, my exaltation and my 
Whole delight; that thou in me well pleased 
Declared thy will fulfilled, which to fulfil is all my 
Bliss. Sceptre and power, thy giving I accept; 
And gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all. Milton. 


First. That the Father is the only true God, is 
proved by our Lord, in the solemn prayer recorded 
by John xvii. “Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, Father, the hour is come ; glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee. As thou hast 
given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And 
this is life eternal, that they may know thee the on- 
ly true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” 
Here Christ declares, that the Father is the only 
true God; and as there is but only one true God, 
the Father alone is he, if not the testimony of Christ 
is false. Another passage which proves the same 
doctrine, is that where Christ asserts that the Father 
only knew the day of the judgment. Matt. xxiv. 36. 
Mark xiii. 32. “ But of that day, and that hour, 
knoweth no man; no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” If any 
other being besides the Father were God, he would 
have known the day of judgment. Since, therefore, 





the Father only knew the day of judgment, it is ma- 
nifest that he only is the omnicient God. 

No language can be more explicit than that used 
by Paul upon this subject, 1 Cor. viii. 6. “To us 
there is but one God the Father.” Equally decisive 
is the expression employed by the same apostle, in 
Ephes. iv. 6. “One God and Father of all, who is 
above ali, and through all, and in you all.” These 
passages need no comment. They declare that the 
one God, who is above all, is the Fatuer. In 
these very words our Saviour distinctly mewtions 
the Father, as the only proper object of adoration. 
John iv. 21—23. “Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship 
ye know not what; we know what we worship; for 
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Fatuen in spirit and in truth ; for the Father seek- 
eth such to worship him.” In conformity to this, is 
his exhortation to his disciples, Matt. vi. 9; Luke 
ix. 2. “When ye pray, say, Our Father who art in 
heaven.” He also forbids them to ask him any thing 
after his ascension, John xvi. 23. “In that day ye 
shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shallaskthe Father inmy name, He 
will giveit you.” He, therefore, who prays to Christ, 
disobeys his positive injunction. 

To the above conclusive evidence, for the supre- 
macy of the Father, it may be added, that the pas- 
sages in the New Testament in which the Father 
is styled one, or only God, are seventeen in nuinber. 
Those passages where the Father is styled God, by 
way of eminence, are in number three hundred and 
twenty. Those passages where the Father is styled 
God, with peculiarly high titles, epithets or attri- 
butes, are one hundred and five. Those passages 
wherein it is declared that all prayers and praise, 
ought to be offered to the Father, and that every 
thing should ultimately be directed to his honour 
and glory, ninety. 

Second. Jesus Christ derived his very existence 
from God the Father. John v.26. “For as the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself.” He is also depend- 
ent on the Father, for a continuance of life. John 
vi. 57. “As the living Father hath sent me, and I 
live by the Father.” Here Christ plainly disclaims 
self-existence. Had he been self-existent, the Fa- 
ther could no more have given him life, than he gave 
the Father life. Neither could it be said, he lived by 
the Father, any more than that the Father lived by 
him. In Acts ii. 36, we are informed, that “God 
made Jesus both Lord and Christ;” and that he 
was made of “the seed of David.” Rom. i. 3. 
“ Made of a woman,” Gal. iv. 4. Whatsoever is 
made, must be a creature; not the Creator of all, 
himself included! Since Jesus Christ, therefore, 
derived his life from God the Father, however ex- 
alted the Father may have made him, he is still the 
creature of the Father’s will; his very existence is 
the result of the Father’s exertion of his power, and 
had that power not operated, Christ would not have 





existed. 









































































Third. Jesus Christ received his wisdom and 
knowledge from God the Father. John xii. 49, 50. 
“ For Ihave not spoken of myself; but the Father 
which hath sent me, he gave mea commandment 
what I should say, and what I should speak. And I 
know that his commandment is life everlasting ; 
whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak.” John v. 30. “I can of 
mine ownself do nothing: as I hear, I judge, and 
my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father who hath sent me.” 
John vii. 16,17. “ My doctrine is not mine, but his 
that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whe- 
ther I speak of myself.” John viii, 28. “ As my Fa- 
ther hath taught me, I speak these things.” In each 
of these passages, our Lord utterly disclaims deliv- 
ering doctrines, or precepts from his own knowledge 
or authority. He ascribes all to his God and Father. 
The same account of the origin of our Saviour’s 
wisdom, is given by Paul, 1 Cor. i. 30. “Jesus 
Christ of God is made unto us wisdom.” The know- 
ledge of Christ, is not merely derived, but limited. 
“ Of that day, (he says, alluding to the day of judg- 
ment,] knoweth no man, no, not the angels of hea- 
ven, but my Father only.” Matt. xxiv. 36. With 
these representations of the derived knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, we may contrast the following august 
description of the underived, unaided wisdom of 
Jruovan: “Who hath directed the Spirit of the 
Lorp ; or, being his counsellor, hath taught him ? 
With whom took he counsel, and who instructed 
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and 
taught him knowledge, and showed to him the way 
of understanding ?” Isa. xl. 13,14. It is the glory 
of the Father only, to know all things, without 
being informed. But Christ received all his know- 
ledge ; therefore he is inferior to God the Father. 

Fourth. Jesus Christ received his power from 
God the Father. He says, “ All power is given to 
me in heaven and in earth.” Matt. xxviii. 18. “ All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father.” Matt. 
xi. 27. To the Jews he declared, “ Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of him- 
self.” John v.19. Again, John xiv. 10. “The 
words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself: 
but the Father who dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works.” Matt. xx. 23, he says, “'To sit on my right 
hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but for 
whom it is prepared of my Father.” In Acts v. 30, 
31, Peter says, “ The God of our fathers raised up 
Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on atree. Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand a Prince and 
a Saviour.” The same apostle, 1 Peter i. 21, af- 
firms, that God raised up Christ from the dead, and 
gave him glory. So decisive is the evidence for 
Christ’s inferiority to the Father, contained in that 
remarkable passage of the apostle Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 
24—28, “Then the end, when he shall have deli- 
vered up the kingdom to God, even the Father: 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all au- 
thority, and power. For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
shall be destroyed, death. For he hath put all 
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things under his feet. But when he saith, all things 
are put under, tf ts manifest that he is excepted which 
did put all things under him. And when all things 
shal! be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 
himself be subject unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all:” That 1 am sur- 
prised any person can resist it. For here we learn 
that Christ, after he shall have finished his mediato- 
rial work, will resign his authority to that Supreme 
Being from whom he received it; and remain the 
first and most glorious subject in the F «her’s king- 
dom, for ever to enjoy the inexpressible pleasure of 
having been the honoured instrument of conducting 
the human race to immortal life and. blessedness. 
The subjection of our Lord to the one true God 
the Father, is described by a great variety of ex- 
pressions. He was chosen by God. Matt. xii. 18. 
Appointed by God. Heb. iii. 2. Sanctified by God. 
John x. 36. Inspired by God. Jobn iii. 34. Anoint- 
ed by God. Acts x. 88. Given by God. John 
iii. 16. Sent by God. John xx. 21. That God 
could be chosen, appointed, sanctified, inspired, 
anointed, given or sent, especially by himself, is 
plainly impossible. Farther—Jesus is called the 
servant of God. Matt. xii. 18; which agrees with 
his assertion, “ that he came not to do his own will, 
but the will of him that sent him.” John vi. 88. He 
is also called the image of God; which he could 
not be if he was God himself. The same may be 
said of the title Son of God. The relative situations 
of father and son, imply superiority in the father, 
and dependence in the son. It is clear as language 
can make it, that a father must exist prior to having 
ason. Jesus the Son of God, can no more be God, 
than Solomon the son of David, can be David. It 
may be objected, that Jesus says, “I and my Father 
are one.” But he clearly explains himself, when he 
says, that his disciples may be one with him and his 
Father, even as they are one. John xvii. 11. Also 
verse 20—23, he further prays, that “ all may be one, 
as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
may be one in us, that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me ; and the glory thou gavest me I 
have given them, that they may be one, even as we 
are one, | in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one.” Here he plainly prays, 
that his disciples may be one, in the same sense as 
he and his Father are one. In numerous passages 
of the New Testament, two or more persons are 
said to be one; that is, as one, in order to denote a 
perfect agreement of design and operation. Thus 
1 Cor. iii. °. Paul and Apollos, he that planted and 
he that watered are one. It may also be proper to 
notice, Philip. ii. 6, where Paul, by a false trans- 
lation, in the common version, is made to say, that 
Jesus thought it no robbery to be equal to God. The 
improved version has it, “ who being in the form of 
God, did not esteem as a prey this resemblance to 
God. Moreover the common version makes Paul 
contradict his own declaration. “There is one God 
and Father of all, who is above all.” It gives the 
lie to Christ, who says, “ My Father is greater than 
all. My Father is greater than I.” It also gives 





the lie to Jehovah, who says, “To whom then wil! 
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ye liken ime, and make me equal, and compare me, 
that we may be like 7” Such a translation must be 
grossly false ; else the seriptures contradict them- 
selves. The same may be said of Rom. ix 5. The 
Improved Version reads, “ Whose are the fathers, 
and of whom, by natural descent, Christ came, God 
who is over all be blessed for ever, Amen.” In Tim. 
iii. 16. The word God is omitted. It reads, “He 
who was manifested in the flesh, was justified by 
the Spirit.” Acts xx. 28 should read Lord, instead 
of God. 1 John vy. 7 is well known to be an im- 
pious forgery. In the third chapter of this Epistle 
16 verse, the common version reads, “ Hereby per- 
ceive we the love of God, because he laid down 
his life for us.” The phrase of God, is not in the 
original Greek. 

Some othe: passages which are supposed to teach 
the deity of Christ, might be shown to be mistrans- 
lations, and interpolations, but I think enough 
has been said, to show the dependence of Christ on 
his God and Father, for life, wisdom, knowledge 
and power. Betore Christ can be proved to be the 
Supreme God, it must be shown that he derived 
nothing from another, but that he possessed all 
things inherently of himself; which cannot be done 
in one single instance. There is no dispute that 
Christ is called God in the inferior sense ; for they 
were called Gods to whom the word of God came. 
Jobn x. 35. In this lower sense, we find Moses call- 
eda God unto Pharaoh. Exodus vii. 1. 

These are some of the reasons which have in- 
duced me to renounce the Trinitarian doctrine, in 
which I was educated. I submit them to my chris- 
tian brethren, earnestly requesting them, if they 
perceive any error in what I have said, to set me 
right. J. L. 

—_~—- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A SALVO FOR THE CONSCIENCE, 

A believer in the restitution of all things, asked a 
newly converted Methodist, who had been in the 
practice of keeping birds confined in cages, how he 
could consistently keep them in prison? He replied, 
he had sold them. He was told, he had not mended 
the matter; they are still under confinement. Well, 
then, replied he, when they know better, let them 
sell them also. 

The above little anecdote furnishes a brief, but 
suitable comment on many of the by-ways to mo- 
dern perfection. 

—>—- 
BLESSINGS OF A RELIGIOUS ESTA- 
BLISHMENT. 

The following facts, copied from a late paper, ex- 
hibit some of the evils which flow from an union of 
church and state. Reformer. 

“ The Cathedral of Derry, in Ireland, is in ruins ; 
the Cathedral of a diocese whose rental is estimated 
at £120,000 sterling. The Bishop, who gets £20, 
000 sterling per annum [$88,863] from the diocese, 
has not been within its walls for many a year; the 
Dean, who has £4000, has not performed ser- 
vice in it for two years. A late number of the Dub- 
lin Evening Post, eontains a letter on the subject, 





from a member of Parliament from the county ot 
Derry, aministerialist and supporter of the Church, 
in which he condemns the conduct of the Bishop, 
Dean, and Chapter, and mentions that tie church 
establishment in [reland is the richest in Europe, 
and that while the Cathedral of Derry had been 
failing, the endowments of the Bishopric and Dean- 
ery had been increasing in wealth.” 
—~—>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Selected. 
WOMAN. 
In infancy, from woman's breast, 
We draw the food by nature given ; 
She lulls our childish pangs to rest, 
And cheers us as a beam from heaven ! 
When woman smiles, she has the power 
To heal our grief, and calm our fears; 
Should sickness wound—should fortune lour— 
She shares our sorrows, dries our tears! 


And she can sooth the cares of age, 
As rolls Time's furrowing course along ; 
Can cheer us with the classic page, 
Or charm us with the magic song ; 
When stretch’d upon the bed of death, 
Departing nature struggling lies ; 
At that dread pause—when the next breath 
May waft our spirit to the skies ; 


When the soul views the narrow verge, 
Close on the confines of the grave ; 

And new it longs its flight to urge— 
Now wishes for an arm to save ; 

Who cheers that dreary scene of wo ? 
Who speaks of peace, and joy and love 

Who wipes the tear-drops as they flow ? 
‘Tis woman, sent from heaven above. 


‘Tis she receives our parting sigh, 

"Tis she who hears our latest breath, 
"Tis she who seals the closing eye, 

And whispers peace and hope in death: * 
And when the mournful scene is past, 

"Tis woman weeps upon our bier ; 
Silent, yet long, her sorrows last, 

Unseen she sheds affection’s tear 


On earth she is the truest friend 
That is to man in mercy given ; 
And when this fleeting life shall end, 
She'll live for purer joys in heaven. 
0, Woman! Woman! thou wast made, 
Like heaveu's own pure and lovely light, 
To cheer life’s dark and desert shade, 
And guide man’s erring footsteps right. 
—>—- 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication on the unpardonable sin, so called, 
contains only what the writer conjectured might be the case, 
a repetition of former sayings, &c. which have repeatedly 
been published. As the writer has only seldom seen this 
paper, and declines wishing his communication published, 
unless his ideas are new, Xc. we shall omit inserting it. 

A young Lady is informed, that her “Evening Reflec- 
tions,”’ shall appear in our next Number. 


———_ 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, on THURSDAY 
evenings, at half-past six o'clock, at Tolerton’s Acad- 
emy, 63 Chrystie-street. 

(F All Denoziinations are invited to attend. 
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